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Local broadcasting basically doesn’t fall under the provisions of TWF directive, enabling countries to regulate this field according to their own policies. However, regulatory authorities are facing certain problems with common denominator, when they are granting licences to local broadcasters.

A.) There is certainly a group of so called “countries in transition”, where freedom of speech was introduced in early 90’s, causing “boom” in a media markets. The number of broadcasters, as well as new press titles, grew to an extent, which existing market potential couldn’t (and can not) support. Especially it is true for the countries with certain geographic landscape (mountainous), where frequency spectrum at the lower (local) levels is almost unlimited. The situation caused untransparent local media field, concentration and untraceable sources of control of the local media. 

On the other hand, limiting the “number of voices” is tough in countries with near history of undemocratic regimes. 

Addressed topics:

1. What is the practice in Europe; should regulatory authorities control the markets; is it justified from the “freedom of speech” point of view (Article 10 of the Convention on Human Rights); how to define “appropriate” number of broadcasters?

(Working paper A – Matjaž Gerl, Slovenian Broadcasting Council)

2. Bosnian experience with the implementation of Competition rule

(Working paper A1 – Dunja Mijatovič, Independent Media Commission, BA)

B.) Many countries are trying to ensure that local interests are in some way represented in programmes of local broadcasters. The issue became very interesting recently, when European Commission started proceedings against Germany for defining support from local communities as important criteria when granting licences for local broadcasting.

Addressed topics:

1. Proceedings of European Commission against Germany for defining support of the local authorities as important criteria when granting licences for local broadcasting.

(Working paper B - Dr.Rolf Platho DLM/LPR)

